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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
INFORMATION LITERACY

CALL FOR PAPERS

Empowering societies through
Al, Data, and Open Media for Sustainable Futures

University of Nairobi
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26-30 October 2026 -

Theme: Empowerlng Societies through Information Literacy: Al, Data, and Open Media for Sustainable Futures

The International Conference on Information Literacy ICIL- Africa, is held bi-annually with the aim of bringing together researchers, library and
information services professionals, and all other related partiesfrom around the world to exchange knowledge and experience and to discussrecent
developments and current challenges in both theory and practice. The year 2026 marks the collaboration between University of Nairobi, the North - West
University (NWU) and University of Pretoria (UP) in South Africa, within the framework of organizing and hosting the 4™ edition of the International

Conference on Information Literacy - Africa (ICIL).

SUB-THEMES

A

Information literacy in the context of artificial intelligence

Al literacy, algorithmic literacy and emerging digital literacies
Information literacy and emerging technologies

Al-enabled tools and academic integrity

Artificial intelligence and critical thinking development
Artificial intelligence and information accessibility
Future-oriented perspectives on information and media literacy
Emerging literacies in higher education environments

Information literacy and ethical conduct in information practices
Post-truth dynamics and the role of information literacy

Digital ethics, cultural values and social cohesion

Media literacy in contexts of global transformation

Information literacy for community resilience and sustainability

Information literacy and responsible global citizenship

Information literacy as a catalyst for social transformation

Information literacy and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
Information literacy, gender equity, diversity, and digital empowerment
Information literacy and community engagement initiatives

Information literacy integration within diverse curricula
Information literacy and lifelong learning frameworks
Information literacy and employability competencies
Entrepreneurship development through information literacy

Media literacy and digital empowerment

Media literacy and information-seeking behaviours

Information literacy and transversal competencies, including data literacy,
news literacy, civic literacy, transliteracy, metaliteracy, digital literacy, scientific
literacy and visual literacy

Intelligent media systems, innovations and emerging applications

Information literacy and knowledge management

Theoretical perspectives and conceptual frameworks in information literacy
Information literacy practices in diverse learning environments

Academic libraries advancing information literacy

Artificial intelligence, deep learning, large language models and generative Al
Robotics, automation and FinTech innovations

Digital content, media literacy and information ecosystems

Al applications in health, agriculture, climate, education and business

Ethical Al, responsible innovation and policy frameworks

Submission link

https://nwu-za.libwizard.com/f/nairobi-icil-2026-
abstract-submission-form

SUBMISSION TYPES

: Proposals for both papers and
posters are welcome. Abstracts of no more than 300 words including
references for papers or posters should be submitted on the
conference website.

: These sessions will cover work-in-progress reports,
new developments, innovations and good practices. Itis a short, very
focused, visually appealing and inspiring narrated slide show (20
slides), and a 300-word abstract is required.

: This section covers short papers either on a critical
literature review of the research topic or research question(s),
research objectives, research methodology and work done so far of
ongoing work of PhD students. A 300-word abstract is required.

: Panel discussions will also be accommodated.
These discussions should address a common theme. Furthermore,
they will be scheduled for 90 minutes and may include a minimum of 3
and a maximum of 5 papers. In addition to individual proposals (of no
more than 300 words each including references), please also submit
anoverview description of no more than 500 words (including
references) with the panel's content and objectives.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Abstracts will be evaluatedupon the followingcriteria:

Relevance, importance, and appropriateness of the topic to the sub-
theme

Purpose, participant outcomes, and session type
Motivated by theory, practice, and/or research

Support for practices,conclusions, and/or proposals
Clarity of proposal as an indicator of presentation quality

IMPORTANT DATES

First call: 17 March 2026

Second call: 16 April 2026

Early bird registration opens: 1 April 2026

Abstract submission deadline: 30 April 2026

Notification of acceptance for abstracts: 15 May 2026

Early bird registration closes: 15 June 2026

Full-papers submission deadline: 31 August 2026
Notification of acceptance for full-papers: 30 September 2026
Reqular registration: Between 15 June-30 September 2026
Late & onsite registration: After 1 October 2026
Conference sessions: 26 - 30 October 2026

For further information regarding submissions,
registration or conference participation, please
contact: icl-africa@uonbi.ac.ke
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